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In the third year of operations, the Beverage Container Program (BCP) continues to 
experience a high success rate and support from all regions of the Northwest Territories 
(NWT). NWT residents are eager to participate, and are proving that recycling programs 
can work, even in the smallest communities.  
 
There were no changes to the deposits or handling fees in 2007-2008. Refundable 
deposits are generally similar to or higher than most other territorial and provincial 
beverage container programs in Canada. Because increases in refundable deposits are 
not keeping up with inflation in many jurisdictions, some provinces in Canada are seeing 
their container recovery rates dropping. The BCP will necessarily review refundable 
deposits and handling fees to maximize recovery rates while keeping the program 
revenue neutral.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Jeff Pitre 

OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNSS  UUPPDDAATTEE  
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Running a territory-wide container collection program presents many different challenges. 
The BCP offered collection services to all communities in the NWT in 2007-2008, either 
through permanent depots or temporary satellite depots (Figure 1, Table 1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. Beverage Container Program Depots and Processing Centres 

 
 
In the last year of operations, two depot licenses were cancelled – in Jean Marie River 
and Ulukhaktok. In these cases, Environment and Natural Resources (ENR) hired 
contractors to go to the communities to run temporary satellite depots on an ad hoc basis.  
 
The BCP recognizes that being a depot operator in a small community is not easy. Most 
of the small depots only need to be open one or two days each month, which is not 
enough to be an operator’s primary occupation. Most of the small depots are operated by 

community stores, schools, non-profit groups, band development 
corporations, and other businesses. Only a handful are operated by 
individuals. All of the depots, excluding the processing centres, receive 
annual operating grants to help offset costs related to facility 
maintenance and labour. New depots are offered interest-free loans to 
help cover start-up costs, including payment of the refunds for the first 
containers returned to the depots. Development grants are also available 
for eligible depots to assist in renovations or other improvements to 
depot facilities. 

 

DDEEPPOOTTSS  AANNDD  PPRROOCCEESSSSIINNGG  CCEENNTTRREESS  
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 Table 1. Depot and Processing Centre Operators 2007-2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                     
 

COMMUNITY LICENCEE DATE LICENSED STATUS (AS OF MARCH 31, 2008) 

NORTH SLAVE REGION 

Behchoko FC Services Nov-05 Operated by licencee 
Dettah --- --- Use Yellowknife Depot 
Gameti Mabel Gon Dec-05 Operated by licencee 
Wekweti Tli Cho Community Government Dec-05 Operated by licencee 
Wha Ti Alex's Confectionery Feb-06 Operated by licencee 
Yellowknife The Bottle Shop Nov-05 Operated by licencee 

    

SOUTH SLAVE REGION 

Enterprise Armella Mercredi Feb-06 Operated by licencee 
Providence Deh Gah Secondary School Feb-06 Operated by licencee 
Fort Resolution Frank Lafferty Jun-06 Operated by licencee 
Fort Smith RTL Recycling Nov-05 Operated by licencee 
Hay River Tri R Recycling Nov-05 Operated by licencee 
Kakisa --- --- Use Enterprise or Hay River Depot 
Lutselk'e Lutselk'e Dene Band Feb-06 Operated by licencee 

    

DEH CHO REGION 

Fort Liard --- --- Temporary Satellite Depot 
Fort Simpson Rowes Recycling Nov-05 Operated by licencee 
Jean Marie River --- --- Temporary Satellite Depot 
Nahanni Butte Nahanni Butte General Store Jun-07 Operated by licencee 
Trout Lake Sambaa K'e Development Corporation Nov-05 Operated by licencee 
Wrigley --- --- Temporary Satellite Depot 

    

SAHTU REGION 

Colville Lake --- --- Temporary Satellite Depot 
Deline Cathy McKenzio Taylor Dec-05 Operated by licencee 
Fort Good Hope Chief T'Selehye School Dec-05 Operated by licencee 
Norman Wells B-2 Pet Supplies Oct-07 Operated by licencee 
Tulita Tulita Dene Band Jun-07 Operated by licencee 

    

INUVIK REGION 

Aklavik --- --- Temporary Satellite Depot 
Fort McPherson Telit Gwichin Recycling Depot Feb-07 Operated by licencee 
Inuvik Wrangling River Supply Nov-05 Operated by licencee 
Paulatuk Brian Kudlak Jan-06 Operated by licencee 
Sachs Harbour David Haogak Jan-06 Operated by licencee 
Tsiigehtchic Don Horrocks Feb-06 Operated by licencee 
Tuktoyaktuk Tuktoyaktuk Community Corporation Jan-06 Operated by licencee 
Ulukhaktok --- --- Temporary Satellite Depot 
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As of March 31, 2008, there were 30 distributors registered with ENR. Within the last 
year, one distributor cancelled their registration, and three new distributors were 
registered. See Table 2 for a list of registered distributors as of March 31, 2008. 
 
 

Table 2. Beverage Container Distributors 

COMPANY REGISTRATION # DATE OF REGISTRATION 

Core-Mark International Inc. DR100 Oct-05 
Wallace & Carey Inc. DR101 Oct-05 
Federated Cooperative Ltd. DR103 Oct-05 
Canada Safeway Ltd. DR104 Oct-05 
Territorial Beverages DR105 Oct-05 
Petersen & Auger DR106 Oct-05 
Wal-Mart Canada Corp. DR107 Oct-05 
Shoppers Drugmart Inc. DR108 Oct-05 
Westfair Foods Ltd. DR109 Oct-05 
NWT Liquor Commission DR110 Oct-05 
Stanton Group Ltd. DR111 Oct-05 
Sobeys Western Region DR112 Oct-05 
North West Company DR113 Oct-05 
Tundra Transfer Ltd. DR115 Oct-05 
Tim Hortons TDL Group Corp. DR116 Oct-05 
Northwest Water Company DR117 Oct-05 
Northern Food Services DR118 Oct-05 
Sysco Food Services DR119 Oct-05 
McKesson Canada DR120 Nov-05 
Bridge Brand Food Services DR121 Nov-05 
Prism Distributions DR122 Nov-05 
Frontier Coachlines NWT Ltd. DR123 Nov-05 
Hudson's Bay Company DR124 Feb-06 
Martin Brower of Canada Co. DR125 Mar-06 
P.Q.S. Enterprises Ltd. DR126 Feb-06 
Montage Corporation DR127 Jun-06 
Canadian Tire Corporation DR128 Mar-07 
National Focus Distribution Logistics Inc DR129 Mar-07 
SunOpta DR130 Feb-08 
J&T Holdings DR131 Mar-08 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                               
 
 
 
                                                                 
 

 

The Beverage Container Program and the Yellowknife 
Bottle Shop jointly purchased 75 recycling bins for use 
during the Arctic Winter Games in March. After the 
Games were over, the bins were donated to 
Yellowknife schools.  

DDIISSTTRRIIBBUUTTOORRSS  
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From April 1, 2007 to March 31, 2008, over 30 million beverage containers were 
distributed in the NWT – almost a 6% increase from the previous year. Beverage 
container recovery, however, was similar to the previous year, with almost 25 million 
containers returned to NWT depots. The rate of return for 2007-2008 was 81% (Table 
3, Figure 2). The numbers of containers returned were reflective of each region’s 
population, indicating that recycling is happening at comparable rates across the territory 
(Figure 3). 
                                         

Table 3. Rate of Return 2007-2008 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

                        

Container Material and/or Type Containers 
Distributed 

Containers 
Returned 

N
O

N
-A

LC
O

H
O

L 
B

EV
ER

A
G

ES
 

< 
1.

0 
Li

tr
e 

Glass 515,212 572,114
Aluminum 9,509,824 7,723,714
Plastic 5,153,516 3,999,527
Tetra Pak/Drink Pouch 2,129,556 940,070
Gable Top 24,136 12,628
Bi-Metal 27,660 9,155

≥ 
1.

0 
Li

tr
e 

Glass 28,702 19,623
Aluminum 88 198
Plastic 816,850 524,263
Tetra Pak/Drink Pouch 467,559 246,615
Gable Top 92,411 37,311
Bi-Metal 14,611 4,248
Bag-in-a-Box 1,931 239

A
LC

O
H

O
L 

B
EV

ER
A

G
ES

 

< 
1.

0 
Li

tr
e Glass - Refillable Bottle 3,286,646 3,098,512

Glass - Non Refillable Bottle 1,096,953 1,693,878
Aluminum 6,382,514 4,858,473
Other Material 0 2,111

≥ 
1.

0 
Li

tr
e Glass - Other Than Wine or 

Spirits 0 1,230

Other Material - Other Than 
Wine or Spirits 0 1,087

A
ny

 
Si

ze
 

Any Material - Wine or Spirits 1,126,827 1,118,617

Total 30,674,996 24,863,613

BBEEVVEERRAAGGEE  CCOONNTTAAIINNEERR  RREETTUURRNNSS  

Aseptic containers (like juice pouches and Tetra Pak juice boxes) are made of 
layers of paper, plastic, and aluminum. They are lightweight and efficient to 
transport (therefore reducing greenhouse gas emissions), extend shelf life of 
products without the need for energy-consuming refrigeration, and are 
recyclable. However, most containers used in Canada are currently shipped 
all the way to Asia for recycling, reducing the overall environmental benefits. 
The environmental benefits versus costs are still unclear, making aseptic 
containers a controversial type of packaging. 
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Figure 2. Containers Returned in the NWT by Material Type 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3. Containers Returned in the NWT by Region1 

 
                                                               
 

                                                 
1 See Table 1 for a list of communities in each region. 
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NAME COMPANY / ORGANIZATION COMMUNITY 

Raymond Massey (Chair) Community Resident Inuvik 
Joe Agrey NWT Motor Transport Association Yellowknife 
Ron Courtoreille Community Resident Hay River 
Kristine Drader Community Resident Norman Wells 
Kevin O'Reilly Community Resident Yellowknife 
Greg Rowe Hay River Liquor Retailers & Tri R Recycling Hay River 
Bruce Underhay City of Yellowknife Yellowknife 
Bob Weaver Territorial Beverages Yellowknife 
Kevin Kennedy NWT Association of Communities Yellowknife 

 
 
 
 

 
One meeting of the Waste Reduction and Recovery Advisory Committee (WRRAC) was 
held in July 2007. There were no changes to the members of the WRRAC from the 
previous year (Table 4). 
 
 

Table 4. Waste Reduction and Recovery Advisory Committee Members 

 
 
                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                 
 
 

 
There were no convictions for offences under the Waste Reduction and Recovery Act 
during 2007-2008. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The Beverage Container Regulations are currently the 
only regulations under the NWT Waste Reduction and 
Recovery Act. In January 2008, ENR held a public 
consultation to find out which products NWT residents 
would like to start recycling next. Paper and cardboard, 
milk containers, and electronics topped the list. ENR 
will take the feedback it received and begin exploring 
ways to develop new waste reduction and recycling 
initiatives.  
 
 
                 
                                                                 
 
 
 

WWAASSTTEE  RREEDDUUCCTTIIOONN  AANNDD  RREECCOOVVEERRYY  AADDVVIISSOORRYY  CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE    

WWAASSTTEE  RREEDDUUCCTTIIOONN  AANNDD  RREECCOOVVEERRYY  PPRROOGGRRAAMM  EEXXPPAANNSSIIOONN  

EENNFFOORRCCEEMMEENNTT  



NWT Beverage Container Program Annual Report 2007-2008 8

 
 
 
 

 
If you would like more information, or have comments about the Waste Reduction and 
Recovery Act, the Beverage Container Regulations or the Beverage Container Program, 
contact: 
 
Environment Division 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Government of the Northwest Territories 
 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife NT  X1A 2L9 
Phone: (867) 873-7654 
Fax: (867) 873-0221 
Website: http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/eps/beverage.htm 
Email: NWTRecycle@gov.nt.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCOONNTTAACCTT  UUSS  
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