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The Government of the Northwest Territories Celebrates Waste Reduction 

Waste Reduction Week in Canada is a time to celebrate the successes of the Government of the Northwest Territories’ waste reduction and recycling programs.  Here are some highlights:

NOTE: These numbers are for the period ending March 31, 2018.

Beverage Container Program 
(http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/en/services/beverage-container-program) 
· Over 325,000,000 containers recycled since the program started.
· 83% overall recovery rate, which is one of the highest in the country.
· Drop and Go was developed in 2016 to make your visit to The Bottle Shop depot in Yellowknife quick and effortless. Register for a Drop and Go account, then simply drop your bags and boxes of beverage containers and go! (http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/en/services/beverage-container-program/drop-and-go)
· Avoid the line up
· Pick up your refund when convenient or donate to charity 
· As of April 2018, registered charities can issue tax receipts to people who donate containers to their organization.
· Currently available in Yellowknife and Hay River
· All materials collected through the Beverage Container Program are recycled in North America.
· Since 2005 we have recycled 2,500 tonnes of aluminum, which is enough to make 816 Twin Otter Planes!

Electronics Recycling Program 
(http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/en/services/electronics-recycling-program) 
· More than 214 tonnes of electronics have been recycled since the program began in February 2016.
· You can recycle your eligible electronics at 10 recycling depots through the NWT or at electronics collection events.
· We have hosted electronics collection events in 29 communities in NWT
· All the components get broken down by processor in Edmonton and are recycled responsibly. 
· For a list of what can be recycled under the program see http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/en/services/electronics-recycling-program/what-electronics-can-i-recycle 
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· For commonly asked questions see our FAQ (http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/en/services/electronics-recycling-program/faq-electronics-recycling-program) 

Single-use Retail Bag Program 
(http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/en/services/single-use-retail-bag-program)
· The program has kept nearly 50 million bags out of landfills and off the land between January 2010 and March 2018. 
· Some businesses have chosen to become bag-free.
· The NWT is the only province/territory in Canada that has a regulated program to reduce single-use bags.
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