




































the tag (for non-general hunting licence (GHL) holders) (Cluff 2020). For Indigenous hunters 

and GHL licence holders, two additional financial payments were potentially available (i.e., a 

$400 advance payment for shipping a diga pelt to auction and a prime fur bonus of $350, 

see Appendix 3). 

Hunters entering the harvest incentive area were encouraged to stop at a ENR check station 

at Gordon Lake on the Tibbitt-Contwoyto winter road where ENR officers gave them the 

harvester questionnaires (Appendix 4). Harvesters were advised to stop on the way back to 

hand in the completed questionnaires in exchange for a $25 gas card. The questionnaire was 

designed to establish the harvester's "effort" to find and harvest a diga ("catch per unit effort, 

or CPUE"). Units of effort are kilometres traveled and hours spent harvesting a diga. 

The questionnaire also includes questions about hunting conditions and other factors related 

to hunting success, such as presence of other animals including caribou in the area and 

weather conditions. The harvesters were also asked to record the GPS location of harvested 

wolves and mark the locations of diga harvest/sightings on a map. 

Harvester Training in the North Slave Region 

The GNWT regularly provides trapper training workshops to support participation of 

harvesters in the traditional economy. Diga harvester training workshops are hosted in the 

fall to provide harvesters and trappers in the North Slave Region with training opportunities 

to increase harvest success and enhance skinning skills specifically for diga. In the 2019- 

2020 harvest season, ENR hosted a diga harvester training workshop with Yellowknives 

Dene First Nation (YKDFN) in December 2019 and supported the TG in hosting a workshop 

in Wekweeti in January 2020. 

The areas of focus of the training workshops included: 

• Drawing on the skills, expertise and techniques used by experienced and
successful diga harvesters;

• Offering training on the use of snares;
• Improving skinning techniques to maximize pelt value for harvesters;
• Teaching best practices for humane harvesting and trapping of diga;

• Reviewing questionnaires, particularly on how to collect CPUE information; and
• Reviewing the diga carcass sampling program and the biological data being

collected, and explaining how it is used.

Workshop trainers have included representatives from the Fur Harvesters Auction, 

experienced northern diga harvesters, experienced southern diga trapper(s) and GNWT staff 

who discussed the Enhanced North Slave Wolf Harvest Incentive Program. At the December 
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