





STEP 3: IDENTIFY ROOST ENTRY
AND EXIT POINTS

Watch the building for an hour after sunset
to see where bats are exiting the building. It
is best to do this during the summer while
there are still lots of bats using the roost. If
you wait until fall, you may not see many bats
leaving the building. It’s helpful to have more
than one observer so you can watch all sides
of a building.

Once you see where bats are entering and
leaving, take a close look to find other
openings that bats might use if their current
entrance routes are sealed. A bat can enter
a crevice as small as 1.3 cm (0.5”). Look for
areas of disrepair, such as gaps in siding or
flashing in walls or attics.

Inspect your attic during the daytime to see
if any daylight is visible through the roof.
Entry points can usually be identified on

the outside of a building by the presence of
yellow or brown stains on the wall below the
opening or the presence of bat droppings on
the wall or the ground.

STEP 4: INSTALL ONE-WAY EXITS

Before you seal off your building to bats, the
use of one-way exits is recommended. These
exits allow bats to exit, but not re-enter a
roost. See page 10 to learn how to make
these.

The best time to use a one-way exit is late
fall or early spring before the maternity
season. Do not use one-way exits during
the maternity season from May 1 to
September 30. During this time, bat pups
cannot fly and remain in the roost while
mothers forage for insects. The pups cannot
leave the roost on their own and a one-

way exit will prevent their mothers from
returning to them.

Bats usually leave for the winter, but
occasionally some species may stay. If you
think bats are staying in your building over
winter, providing one-way exits until the
following year is recommended.

One-way exits need to be made out of
materials that don’t have any sharp edges or
parts that could damage a bat’s wing or form
spaces that could trap a bat.

Not all bats exit a building every night,

so one-way exits should be left in place

for atleast five to seven nights in the fall/
spring months before they are removed
and entrance holes are sealed. These nights
should include at least three nights in a row
when it is warm and not raining. It is also a
good idea to watch the exits from dusk till
full dark on the last night before the hole is
permanently sealed to make sure no bats
remain inside the roost.
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STEP 5: SEAL THE ROOST TO EXCLUDE BATS
FROM BUILDING

Use a flashlight to carefully check any
crevices, corners and cracks to see if bats are
present. Be sure to check all the areas bats
may be using, including all of the locations
shown in the diagram on page 5. You should
also watch the building for an hour after
sunset to see whether any bats are exiting.

ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES
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Once you are certain all bats have left the
building, seal any potential entry points with
caulking, aerosol foam, weather stripping

or screening. This should be done in early
winter to reduce the chance of bats being
trapped inside. Inspect the roost site the
following year to make sure exclusion was
successful.
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PLANNING
RENOVATIONS?

If bats are roosting in a building, they can
be accidently harmed or killed if building
renovations or repairs are done while they
are using the roost.

Plan ahead before doing renovations to
prevent harming bats. If you know you
have bats roosting in your building, avoid
doing renovations during the maternity
season from May 1 to September 30.

If possible, plan your renovations for late
fall or winter when bats are not likely to be
using the building. If that is not possible,
and renovations must be done during the
summer, install one way exits in the spring
to ensure any bats that overwintered leave
the building and cannot re-enter. Prevent
returning bats from entering the building
in the spring by sealing up entry/exit points
before bats arrive in April.
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How to Make One-Way Exits

|

On a Wall or Other Vertical Surface

Place netting with less than 1 cm (1/2”) mesh
or a plastic sheet over the entry opening and
secure it on three edges. Leave the bottom
edge open and let it hang well below the
entrance. When bats fly out of the roost site,
they will contact the plastic or mesh and slip
down past the open bottom edge. However,
when they try to fly back inside, they will
push against the sheet and not be able to get
back in.

ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

On an Overhang or

Other Horizontal Surface

Attach one end of a plastic tube at least

5 cm (2”) wide and 25 cm (10”) long over the
mouth of the opening. A clear plastic sleeve
can be added to the bottom end of the pipe.
Bats will be able to exit by sliding down the
tube, but they will not be able to re-enter
since the tube is too narrow to fly through
and too slippery to climb up.
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If You Find A Live Bat
In Your House

Do not panic! A bat in your house is there by accident and does not want to hurt you. It
will leave on its own if it can find an open window or door. Move quietly and gently so the
bat will calm down. The goal is to get the bat into a room where a door or large window
without a screen can be opened and it can fly out on its own.

o Turn off the ceiling fan, turn off the air
conditioner if it is near the open window
or door, and turn off outside lights that are
near the open door or window.

s198as 1pJor

¢ Remain quiet and patient until the bat
finds its way out.

¢ Ifthe bat does not leave on its own it can be
safely captured and released outside using
the method shown on page 12.

¢ Ifyou have tried these steps and need
further assistance, contact your local ENR
office.

¢ Ifyou suspect you or your child may
have been bitten or scratched by a bat,
immediately wash the exposed skin with
soap and water for 15 minutes and seek
immediate medical attention from

e Putdogs or cats into another room and the nursing station or regional health
shut the door. authority.

¢ Do not chase the bat with a broom or stick.

e Close the doors to adjacent rooms. Open
the door or window in the chosen room.
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CLEANING UP
BAT DROPPINGS

Germs that can cause disease in people
can be found in the droppings (poop) of
any animal. When cleaning up any animal
droppings, take precautions to avoid
inhaling dust and germs.

Wear a respiratory protection mask with
class N-100 (high efficiency) particle
filters. Make sure the mask fits properly.
Wear gloves. Disposable nitrile or latex
gloves are best, but rubber gloves that
can be washed and disinfected will also
work.

Spray down the area with water before
cleaning up to reduce dust.

Spray the area with a diluted (10%)
chlorine bleach solution after the
droppings have been removed.

These precautions are especially important
if you are working in a confined space such
as an attic or other enclosed space.

To make the cleanup of bat droppings easier:

* Place a sheet of plastic or plywood
below the roost to catch droppings. Do
not use a bucket or other container that
a bat can fall into unless it has a stick or
ramp that allows the bat to crawl out.

¢ Improve access to the attic or area
where bats are roosting to make clean
up easier.




Safely Removing a Live Bat

§

g

1. Wait quietly until the
bat lands.

2. Wearing heavy leather gloves,

cover the bat with a small box
or other container like a can or
yogurt container.

Gently slip a piece of
cardboard or a large envelope
between the container and the
surface the bat has landed on.

Be careful that you don'’t catch
any part of the bat between
the box and the cardboard.

GNWT
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3. Slowly turn the box over,

containing the bat inside.
Place the container in a quiet,
safe place and wait until
dark before releasing the bat
outdoors.

If the bat must remain in the
box for several hours before
you can release it, place a soft
cloth (not terry cloth) in the
box before securing the cover.
Most bats are very small and
can escape from a container
with aloose-fitting lid. Be
sure your cover is secure, but
not air-tight. Small holes can
be made for ventilation.
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. Most bats need to drop into

flight from a height so don’t
place the container on the
ground. Place it on its side so
the bat can easily climb out
onto a tree limb or a second
storey deck etc. Make sure
the bat has an open space to
take off into, one that is not
blocked by tree branches or
bushes.

Watch until the bat flies away.

If the bat appears unable to
fly, contact your local ENR
office.
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If You Find An Injured
Or Distressed Bat

Bats can become injured or stressed for a on page 12 to gently capture the bat with a
variety of reasons. In most cases, the best box or container and release it. Always wear
option is to leave the bat alone - it may thick leather gloves if you are going to move
simply be resting until it can take off again abat.
during the night.

If the bat is still there the following day or
Young bats may fall to the ground, or end up appears injured, contact your local ENR
in inappropriate locations. If the bat does not office for advice.

look injured, you can use the method shown

If You Find A Dead Bat

Be cautious if you find a bat that appears bag and include a note with your name and
to be dead. Bats can lower their body the location and date you found the bat.
temperature to conserve energy and this can
make them look dead. However, they will
become active once they rewarm their body,
and are still able to defend themselves.

LMNS

If you are confident the bat is dead, the
carcass can be delivered to an ENR office.

Wear heavy leather gloves. Use a box or
container to pick up the bat, as shown on
page 12, or pick the bat up with a plastic bag
over your hand. Seal it inside a second plastic
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SUPPORTING
BAT CONSERVATION

There are several things you can do to
support bat conservation:

Use the bat-friendly practices described in
this guide and share them with your friends.
If bats are using your building, let ENR know.
We are interested in hearing about bats in
buildings, as well as unusual bat observations
(such as flying in winter) as possible signs

of white-nose syndrome. Even random bat
observations help us learn about where
bats are found in the NWT. Report all bat
observations to ENR through WildlifeOBS@
gov.nt.ca or a regional ENR office.

Help monitor bats in the NWT by conducting
counts of bats exiting a roost, submitting
photos, or submitting guano (poop)
samples. Contact WildlifeOBS@gov.nt.ca or
the regional ENR office for more info.

Build a bat house and let ENR know if bats
are using it.

Participate in annual Bat Week activities.
Bat week is in October, the week leading
up to Halloween. For more information see
http://batweek.org

Stay out of caves that may be used by

bats in the winter. The fungus that causes
white-nose syndrome can get on to boots,
equipment and clothing and be spread
accidentally by humans.

Help implement the NWT Bats
Management Plan. Visit
https.//www.enr.gov.nt.ca/en/services/bats
or contact your local ENR office for more
information.




Resources

SEE THE FOLLOWING WEBPAGES FOR MORE INFORMATION ON:

Bats in the NWT:
www.enr.gov.nt.ca/en/services/bats

Poster and activities: https.//www.enr.gov.nt.ca/sites/ent/files/bat_poster.pdf
Brochure: https://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/sites/ent/files/resources/bat_brochure.pdf

The status of NWT bats as species at risk:
www.nwtspeciesatrisk.ca

Bat status report:

www.nwtspeciesatrisk.ca/sites/default/files/bat_status_report_and_assessment_final_apr617.pdf

Bats in buildings, bat houses, and other bat conservation info:
Bat Conservation International: www.batcon.org

Neighbourhood Bat Watch: https://batwatch.ca/

Alberta Community Bat Program: www.albertabats.ca

B.C. Community Bat Program: www.bcbats.ca

White-nose syndrome:

www.whitenosesyndrome.org

Rabies prevention and other health concerns:

NWT Health and Social Services - Rabies prevention:
www.hss.gov.nt.ca/en/services/sant%C3%A9-environnementale/rabies-prevention
Public Health Agency of Canada - Rabies prevention:
https.//www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/rabies/prevention.html|
Precautions for cleaning up animal droppings:
https.//www.cdc.gov/fungal/diseases/histoplasmosis/index.html
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