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About the Mentor-Apprentice Program (MAP) 

The Department of Education, Culture and Employment’s (ECE) Mentor-Apprentice 
Program (MAP) is a way of learning a language where a fluent speaker of the language 
teaches a language learner through immersion.  

What is MAP? 

• MAP is an immersive way to learn an Indigenous language in your community or 
region.  

• The MAP approach is a celebrated best practice in Indigenous language instruction 
and has been recognized worldwide as a successful method of reviving endangered 
languages. 

How does the program work? 

• MAP brings together a fluent speaker (mentor) and a learner (apprentice) for an 
intensive one-on-one immersion experience over a period of at least 100 hours, 
which begins in December and ends in March. 

• Both the mentor and apprentice are paid for their time in the program, upon bi-
weekly MAP progress report submissions to the MAP Project Coordinator. Mentors 
receive a starting compensation rate of $25 per hour, and apprentices receive a 
starting rate of $20 per hour. 

• The MAP program is available to a maximum of 10 pairs of mentors and 
apprentices in each of the six regional Indigenous governments, equalling a 
maximum of 60 MAP pairs, who will participate in regional MAP training 
workshops. 

• The program is open to Apprentices of all levels, from beginners to more fluent 
speakers. 

• The next call for MAP applications will be in March 2023. 

What is the goal of MAP?  

• The goal of the program is to have Apprentices increase their ability to understand 
and speak their language and strengthens the survival of Indigenous languages in 
the Northwest Territories (NWT). 

• MAP is the first step in an overarching strategy for revitalizing Indigenous languages 
in the NWT.  

• Language revitalization efforts aim to slow, stop or reverse the decline of a language, 
while also educating, empowering and mobilizing communities. 

https://www.ece.gov.nt.ca/en/MAP
https://www.ece.gov.nt.ca/en/MAP
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• Increasing the number of fluent language speakers will help to expand the 
availability of Indigenous language services across government departments, in 
schools and early childhood programs, and other public services. 
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