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BACKGROUNDER : Funding for Northwest Territories Aviation Industry 

On April 14, 2020, the Government of Canada announced that it would provide $129.9 

million specifically for the Northwest Territories (NWT), Nunavut and Yukon in additional 

financial support for the territories’ response to COVID-19. 

As a part of this funding, the federal government committed up to $17.3 million for 

northern airlines to ensure those companies can continue to fly essential supplies into 

remote communities 

The breakdown of funding the Government of Canada has provided to the governments of 

Yukon, Northwest Territories, and Nunavut is as follows:  

o $3.6 million to Yukon for air services 

o $8.7 million to the Northwest Territories for air services 

o $5 million for Nunavut air for services 

 

On May 7, 2020, the Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) announced that it 

would flow $8.7 million in federal funding to NWT scheduled passenger-based airlines. 

How will the funding be allocated? 

The GNWT will allocate the funding, as follows: 

Canadian North $5,372,000 
Air Tindi $1,565,000 
Northwestern Air Lease $793,000 
North Wright Airways $589,000 
Aklak Air $381,000 

Will there be additional funding for the aviation industry? 

This funding is the first of two phases of federal support to the northern aviation industry. 

The GNWT will continue working with Transport Canada and Crown-Indigenous Relations 

and Northern Affairs Canada (CIRNAC) towards additional funding for the NWT aviation 

industry.  This additional funding will be aimed at providing longer term certainty for the 

industry, as well as include other sectors of the airline industry, like charter services and 

rotary wing. 

The Department of Finance continues to work with the five airlines, as well as all remaining 

NWT airlines and rotary wing companies on the impacts to the industry. 
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What other supports are available for NWT airlines? 

Previously announced supports for the NWT aviation industry include waivers for all 

landing fees at NWT airports, as well as leases, licences, and concession fees for all 

businesses operating at NWT airports. These previously announced supports are expected 

to save NWT aviation businesses approximately $2 million. 

 

 


