
 

 
 

Fred Henne Territorial Park Beach Audit Final Report 
Performed by the Lifesaving Society of Alberta and Northwest Territories 

The Government of Northwest Territories engaged the Lifesaving Society to undertake a comprehensive 
aquatic safety audit on the unsupervised waterfront beach and unsupervised boat launch facilities at Fred 
Henne Territorial Park. The purpose of the aquatic safety audit was to analyse and provide 
recommendations to maximize the safety and customer experience for guests of the Fred Henne 
Territorial Beach.  

 

Recommendations are ranked as priority, primary, and secondary recommendations.  

Priority Recommendations: Priority Concerns represent safety risks to the public or staff and merit 
immediate action. The Society alerts facility owner/operators to Priority Concerns at the time of facility 
inspections. 

• The Society’s aquatic safety audit presents Four (4) observations to warrant Priority Concern 
status. 

 

Primary Recommendations: Primary Recommendations address situations in contravention of a relevant 
statute, regulation or the Lifesaving Society’s Waterfront Facility Safety Standards on what constitutes 
reasonable safe practices. Primary Recommendations should receive focused attention by facility 
management. 

• The Society’s aquatic safety audit presents Four (4) Primary Recommendations 
 

Secondary Recommendations: Secondary Recommendations are designed to enhance the safe use of the 
facility. Secondary recommendations may also refer to items that affect the comfort and experience of 
users or that may be recommended as “Best Practices”. Action on Secondary Recommendations can 
proceed within the facilities’ ongoing operations. 

• The Society’s aquatic safety audit presents Twenty-Seven (27) Secondary Recommendations 
 

A summary of recommendations can be found in Appendix J of the Final Beach Audit report.  
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Site Inspection Process The auditors inspected the following sites and materials:   

• Signage (behaviour expectations, hazards, rules, emergency information, etc.) 
• Boat launch parking lot (access, signage) 
• Boat launch 
• Boat launch swim area (entry, depth, bottom, temperature, size, buoy system, etc.) 
• Boat launch washrooms 
• Campground parking lot 
• Change rooms and washroom facilities 
• Waterfront access points 
• Beach amenities (playground, volleyball, physical structures) 
• Swim area inspection (entry, depth, bottom, temperature, size, buoy system, etc.) 
• Access to swim area by boat 

 

 

Next Steps 

ITI is taking the following steps to act on the recommendations in the report:  

1. ITI will work with the Lifesaving Society to develop a plan to implement all of the priority 
recommendations. In addition, the plan will address other recommendations and the feasibility of 
putting additional primary and necessary secondary recommendations in place.  
 

2. ITI has engaged the Lifesaving Society to perform a feasibility study to determine the specific 
requirements for placing certified lifeguard staff at the beach, including an estimate of costs and 
possible restrictions on the beach. Based on the availability of the Lifesaving Society, this will 
take place in early 2014.  
 

3. ITI will then seek public input on the recommendations by the Lifesaving Society, including 
those recommendations that would be necessary prior to an assessment of requirements for 
lifeguards at the beach: restricting access to the beach, reducing the size of the swimming area 
and new rules relating to usage of the boat launch and beach areas. Public discussions will take 
place in early 2014. Locations and meeting details will be distributed at a later date.  
 

4. Based on the results of public input, ITI will develop an implementation plan aimed at putting the 
Lifesaving Society recommendations that are accepted into place. The final plan will be ready in 
February 2013.  
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