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Backgrounder: Junior Kindergarten Review Recommendations 
 

1. Parents and educators in JK settings are collectively positive about the effect that participation in JK 
has had on children. They identify multiple benefits to children and families. JK should be continued 
in the existing sites. 

 
2. Expanded implementation of JK must take into account community contexts, strengths, needs, and 

the existence of quality early childhood learning programs in communities. A holistic strategy for 
early childhood learning and development (which includes JK, where appropriate) needs to be 
developed, in consultation with the community, to address diverse community needs and contexts 
(one size does not fit all). 

 
3. Recognizing that equity must be considered, funding of JK may vary depending on community 

strengths and needs, with the funding model developed in consultation with the local education 
authority. 

 
4. Expanded implementation of JK needs a clear communication strategy and a comprehensive, locally 

sensitive implementation plan. 
 

5. Decisions regarding appropriate pupil-teacher ratios within school settings need to be made, taking 
into consideration the Child Day Care Act, the Education Act, the needs of four year olds, and the type 
of classroom setting (eg. multi-grade). 

 
6. More teacher professional development related to early childhood education and the Kindergarten 

curriculum in relation to four year olds is needed. 
 

7. The Integrated Kindergarten Curriculum and the Draft Implementation Guide work well together; 
however, these documents would benefit from supplementary information, such as identification of 
the learning activities that are best suited to the Junior Kindergarten learner. 

 
8. GNWT needs to engage multiple stakeholders in a process whereby the findings of this Review form a 

basis for ongoing consultation and collaboration. 
 


