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BACKGROUNDER: NWT Ministerial Literacy Awards 

Literacy skills are crucial to daily living, employment, citizenship, personal advancement, 

and enjoyment.  

Created in 2002 by the Minister of Education, Culture and Employment, the NWT Literacy 

Awards honour the literacy achievements of youth and adult learners, exceptional 

educators, and organizations and businesses across the territory.  

The Council of the Federation Literacy Awards, established in 2004, celebrate the valuable 

contributions made by Canadians in the field of literacy, as well as adult learners who 

demonstrate an exceptional commitment to literacy. One medal is awarded in each 

province or territory every year. 

In addition to the Council of the Federation Literacy Award, there are eight nomination 

categories for the NWT Ministerial Literacy Awards. This year, the Minister will be 

presenting seven Ministerial awards.  

The awards are advertised throughout the NWT using traditional and social media. Once 

the nomination deadline has passed, a Ministerial Literacy Awards Selection Committee is 

formed with representatives from both the Government of the Northwest Territories 

(GNWT) and Nongovernment Organizations (NGOs) to choose the recipients.  

This year, due to the ongoing pandemic, the awards are being presented virtually for the 

first time. A video will be shared to celebrate the winners of the awards. 

Bios – 2020 Literacy Award Recipients 

Delores Vittrekwa – Recipient of the Council of the Federation Literacy Award for the 

Northwest Territories 

Delores Vittrekwa has lived in Fort McPherson her whole life. She has been running literacy 

programs for toddlers, children, teens, young adults, adults, and elders for the past 8 years.  

She enjoys running programs at the school, outside in open areas, helping others, and 

creating new ideas. Delores enjoys being part of school year events such as running the 

annual Scholastic Book Fair or signing new babies up for a free book from the Dolly Parton 

Imagination Foundation. 
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Cassidy Lennie-Ipana and Mataya Gillis – Recipients of the Ministerial Youth Learner Literacy 

Award  

In 2019, Cassidy Lennie-Ipana and Mataya Gillis established Nipatur̂uq, a free magazine for 

Inuvialuit youth. Cassidy and Mataya use Nipatur̂uq and its social media platforms to raise 

awareness about issues such as climate change and mental health, showcase interviews 

with elders, celebrate their culture, and provide youth from various communities with a 

platform to share their stories and perspectives about what it means to be Inuvialuit.  

By showcasing Inuvialuit culture and youth voices, raising awareness of important issues 

and working hard to see their idea of creating a magazine come to life, Cassidy and Mataya 

serve as positive role models for other Indigenous and Northern youth.  

Dwayne Drescher “Adjgaliaq” – Recipient of the Ministerial Outstanding NWT Educator 

Literacy Award 

Dwayne Drescher “Adjgaliaq” is an Iñuvialuktun Language Instructor at East Three 

Elementary School in Inuvik. He is a graduate of the Aboriginal Language and Culture 

Instructor Program at Aurora College and the Indian Teacher Education program at the 

University of Saskatchewan.  

Adjgaliaq is a natural educator and lifelong learner, constantly challenging himself to 

become a fluent Iñuvialuktun speaker, learn from Elders, and inspire others to learn with 

him to prevent language loss. In the classroom, Adjgaliaq engages students using 

technology, illustration, singing, and body language to support language learning.  

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Adjgaliaq has gone above and beyond by creating in-depth 

resources packages and instructional videos for students and families to learn from at 

home. Adjgaliaq’s next project is working with a team on the Inuvialuit Internet Kit to 

create Inuvialuit emojis, GIFs and abbreviations to further promote language learning 

through new media and mobile technologies. 

Susan Chaffee – Recipient of the Ministerial Adult Learner Literacy Award 

Susan Chaffee joined the Adult Literacy Class at the Literacy Outreach Centre in Yellowknife 

in February 2020, just weeks before the COVID-19 pandemic forced classes to move from 

in-person to online. Susan took on the challenge of navigating online learning, and has 

brought effort, enthusiasm, and generosity to every class.  

Susan has played a role in decolonizing the classroom by sharing her culture, language, and 

traditional knowledge with her classmates and instructors. Susan enriches the class by 

sharing her stories about growing up on the land and being the first female guide in the 
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Northwest Territories. On a class trip to Blachford Lake Lodge in July, Susan led the group 

in paying the land, going on a medicine walk, fileting fish, and taking part in a drum dance. 

Javaroma Gourmet Coffee & Tea – Recipient of the Ministerial Outstanding Support for 

Literacy Development NWT Business Award 

Javaroma Gourmet Coffee & Tea has played a key role in supporting English language 

learners in Yellowknife by opening their doors to the weekly Speak English Café. Staff are 

welcoming, especially when directing new participants to the right tables to join the group, 

and always make sure that the space is clean and has adequate seating. Participants in the 

Speak English Café are grateful for Javaroma Gourmet Coffee & Tea’s willingness to provide 

a warm, welcoming space to connect and free hot beverages, especially during 

Yellowknife’s cold winter months. 

William Maltus – Recipient of the Ministerial Second Language Learner Award 

William Maltus has made incredible progress in the French Language Training at Collège 

Nordique Francophone since he began classes in January 2020. William actively 

participates in class and spends time reading and watching French TV shows outside of 

class. He also overcame the challenge of adapting to virtual learning when classes moved 

online in March to continue developing his French language skills.  

William began learning French with the goal of getting a promotion at work that requires 

him to be bilingual. By dedicating himself both in and outside the classroom, he is also 

doing a great job modelling to his children, who are enrolled in French Immersion, the 

perseverance that is required to learn a second language. 

Jim Stauffer – Recipient of the Ministerial Supporting Literacy Through Technology Award 

Jim Stauffer is the Community Adult Educator for Aurora College in Whatì. Jim is a long-

time advocate for and facilitator of the use of technology to support literacy development 

in English and the Dene languages. In the early days, Jim was the go-to person for advice on 

using Dene fonts on computers. He put together the WinMac Dene Fonts in 1995 to support 

the use of Dene languages in written form, and he became part of the group that developed 

and refined the Unicode system, a more sophisticated approach to writing in the Dene 

languages.  

Today, Jim continues to ensure that Indigenous languages are an integral part of his 

teaching and learning environment, and he recognizes the role Indigenous languages play 

in the development of cultural identity and self-esteem. Currently, Jim is working in 

partnership with Indigenous instructors on a Tlicho language acquisition project. 
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Deninu Kųę́ First Nation – Recipient of the Ministerial Outstanding Support for 

Literacy/Language Development Award 

Deninu Kųę́ First Nation has always had an interest in preserving language and culture to 

its fullest and supporting literacy development in the community. Over the past several 

years, Deninu Kųę́ First Nation has promoted literacy through programs funded by the 

NWT Literacy Council, a cooking nutrition literacy program, incorporating literacy 

components in their sewing classes and prenatal programs, hosting literacy programs and 

events at the youth centre, and sending people for training through the NWT Literacy 

Council.  

Deninu Kųę́ First Nation is supportive of new projects, initiatives, and ideas to keep literacy 

and culture alive in the community among all age groups, and has successfully turned pilot 

projects into long-term programming by finding additional funding sources to keep the 

programs going. 

 

 


