
                 
 
 
Book donation to Yellowknife library celebrates 75 years of Canada-
Iceland diplomatic relations 
 
 
YELLOWKNIFE (November 30, 2022) – In celebration of 75 years of diplomatic relations 
between Canada and Iceland, a collection of 28 books by Icelandic authors was donated to 
the Yellowknife Public Library. His Excellency Hlynur Guðjónsson, Ambassador of Iceland 
to Canada donated the collection, which includes fiction, crime novels, children’s books, 
and non-fiction/academia.  
 
Hosted by the Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) and City of Yellowknife, 
the announcement of the donation took place at the Yellowknife Public Library, where 
Ambassador Hlynur Guðjónsson read from one of the books to those in attendance.  Both 
the Northwest Territories (NWT) and Iceland value the art of storytelling and understand 
the important role it plays in preserving and sharing culture, history and language.  
 
As circumpolar jurisdictions the NWT and Iceland have a lot in common. They share similar 
priorities, which include addressing climate change, maintaining strategic infrastructure, 
sustaining a local economy, and sustaining economies in landmasses that face challenges 
due to their remote locations and communities.  
 
Both jurisdictions have been pioneers of innovation in social policy, northern 
infrastructure and responsible development that balances the needs of people, 
environment, and economic potential.  
 
Iceland and the NWT strongly believe that Arctic cooperation and relationship building is 
critical for global diplomacy. 
 
 
Quote(s) 
“This event is one of several organized by the embassies of Iceland in Canada and Canada in 
Iceland since late 2021 to celebrate the 75th anniversary of diplomatic relations between 
our two countries. Like today, these have underlined all the cultural, scientific, and 
economic ties and commonalities that link our two countries together, including issues to 
do with life in northern climates and deep traditions of storytelling between peoples.”  
-  Hlynur Guðjónsson, Ambassador of Iceland to Canada 
 
“Partnerships play an important role in how we do business as a government and I’m 
pleased to celebrate 75 years of diplomatic relations with Iceland. The Northwest 
Territories and Iceland are linked in ways that has created a strong bond between our 
jurisdictions. This includes our collective efforts to foster relationships across the 
circumpolar Arctic that highlights issues that are important to strengthening our position  



                 
 
 
on the international stage. I look forward to continuing this important work in global 
diplomacy.” 
-Caroline Cochrane, Premier of the Northwest Territories 
 
“As we celebrate 75 years of diplomatic ties between Canada and Iceland, the donation of 
books is particularly fitting. Literacy has a profound and pervasive impact on people 
around the world including here, in the NWT. With a landscape of rich and vibrant cultures 
and 11 official languages, the territory relies heavily on storytelling in all its forms to 
capture and preserve its strong identityand share it with the world. I thank the Embassy of 
Iceland to Canada for sharing Icelandic culture with NWT residents through the powerful 
form of storytelling.  
- R. J. Simpson, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment  
 
“We appreciate the book exchange between Canada and Iceland, as books are a great 
gateway to knowledge and culture. Through the sharing of books, our residents have the 
opportunity to learn more about one another, and they help shape new ideas and 
perspectives – an important aspect for every society.” 
- Rebecca Alty, Mayor, City of Yellowknife  
 
Quick facts 
 Similar events took place earlier this year in Nunavut and Yukon. The Embassy of 

Canada to Iceland also gifted a selection of Canadian books to the Reykjavik and 
Akureyri public libraries as part of the celebration of our diplomatic relations. 

 Canada and Iceland’s bilateral merchandise trade was valued at $202 million in 2021. 
 Canada-Iceland bilateral trade has grown since the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 

between Canada and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA), which came into 
force in 2009. This goods-focused agreement, known as C-EFTA, reflects our shared 
commitment to trade liberalization. 
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